[Olfactory cortical evoked potentials].
The objective evaluation of smell is the least used functional ear, nose and throat exploration. Evoked potentials can be recorded after chemical olfactory stimulation using a method similar to recording cortical auditory evoked potentials. Our results with this technique and peppermint oil as the stimulant were fully satisfactory. In 10 patients with normal smell, a characteristic wave with a long latency was recorded in the absence of auditory and visual stimuli. In contrast, in 10 anosmic patients this characteristic recording was absent. The easy recording technique proposed here can be useful for olfactory assessment of objective disorders, detection of malingers, and medical-legal reports.